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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2019 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has been 
applied.

Please always refer to the specification https://www.ocr.org.
uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-
english-language-h470.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2019 Examiners’ report or Report to 
Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.ocr.
org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2020. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for this 
and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – see 
the following link for further information http://www.ocr.
org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171195-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-english-language-h470.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Exemplar 1 Exploring the language used in newspaper articles reporting 
on female sexual assault cases.
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Headline from online article

Headline from newspaper article

Headline from newspaper article
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Examiner commentary
A valid and relevant choice of topic. Exploring contemporary social discourse on presentations of sexual assault in a post #MeToo 
period offers plenty of scope for discussion and is therefore a topic that other candidates might choose to explore further.  

The Language Investigation
AO1: The Investigation is generally well organised, and the candidate has clearly focused their energies on the analysis section 
which is appropriate. The Investigation is economical, generally focuses on the focal topic throughout and appropriate language 
frameworks have been considered. The tendency towards assertive comments, at times vague/ inaccurate language and the lack 
of depth (and occasional imprecision) within the analysis of the data means that this AO is limited to Level 2. The initial sections 
(especially the methodology) would have benefitted from explaining what has happened rather than what the candidate “should” or 
“might” do. (Level 2 – 4 marks)

AO2: The candidate has demonstrated some awareness of appropriate language frameworks to explore and the discussion on the 
semantic gap around the term ‘rape’ demonstrates some conceptual awareness. There is no real engagement with relevant theories 
or concepts keeping this AO low in Level 2. (Level 2 – 3 marks).

AO3: The candidate has demonstrated knowledge of the impact of the #MeToo movement on presentations of sexual assault within 
the media (and takes an unusual stance exploring a case of a female victim accusing a female perpetrator). They have demonstrated 
some knowledge of the legal definitions of the term ‘rape’, and some general comments are made about the readership of the 
media sources - but points are often assertive and not fully explored to indicate how context can be seen to influence the agendas 
and representations of each of the data sources. (Level 2 – 4 marks)

The Academic Poster
AO5: The candidate has not utilised the key sections as outlined in the specification, however they have clearly made attempts to 
summarise the important information from the Investigations via a set of questions. Despite some derivative content – there are 
clear attempts to extract key findings. They have also sought to organise the content using a range of formatting features and visual 
tools, demonstrating some appropriate engagement with the imagined new audience. For these reasons a low Level 3 mark is not 
unreasonable (Level 3 – 5 marks)

Total: 16 marks 
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Exemplar 2 How do adverts that target children promote gender 
stereotypes?
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Examiner commentary
A valid choice of topic that considers the gender-stereotyping strategies that companies adopt to sell toys to their target audience. 

The Language Investigation
AO1: The candidate has adopted a mostly logical and ordered approach to the Investigation, applying mostly appropriate 
terminology and sound methods of analysis. The candidate has also sought to adopt an appropriate register, although there are a 
number of lapses into informality and instances where there is some loss of control or clarity in their expression. The inclusion of the 
sub-section on audience reception, while interesting, does limit opportunity to apply more rigorous analysis of the data sources (and 
the point that this represents limited, anecdotal “evidence” to the effectiveness of the advertisers’ strategies is rather overlooked). 
The Investigation might have benefitted from a greater focus on the linguistic choices within the advertisements and perhaps a 
quantitative approach might have been useful to ascertain the level of gendered language use. (Level 3 – 6 marks).

AO2: Lakoff and Cameron are considered in relation to gender roles and to support commentary on the opportunities that males 
and females enjoy professionally and socially as a result. It would have been useful had these theories been more fully probed in 
the initial section to provide a working hypothesis and to aid the candidate in establishing which linguistic frameworks could have 
been more deeply probed to explore how language is used to reinforce/subvert gender stereotypes. The candidate has a sound 
understanding of these theories, but there is a strong sense that they expected to see gender stereotypes being reinforced, and so 
their data sources have been suited to demonstrate this outcome.  (Level 3 – 5 marks).

AO3: The candidate does seek to consider contextual factors, especially those linked to gender-normative roles and opportunities 
and is able to explain how these stereotypical assumptions are reinforced within the data sources. They make a solid case for the 
cyclicality of social realities being simultaneously mimicked and reinforced within the advertisements. The add-on section into 
audience response, although problematic in that it simply cannot be seen as widely representative, did offer one enlightening 
insight into the multifarious rendering of gender expectations – at once  subliminally absorbed (blue to match the jeans) even while 
the ‘girly’ colour pink is rejected because it seemly negatively reinforces gender-normative preferences. The candidate is aware of 
contexts in a broad sense – but contexts linked to the specific audiences of the toys are not addressed and this might have been 
more revealing – for example is there more gender-normative reinforcement geared towards certain age groups, for certain types of 
toys or for some companies more than others, etc. (Level 3 – 5 marks).

The Academic Poster
AO5: The poster does condense the findings and conclusions of the Investigation – but key contextualising sections (introduction, 
hypothesis, methodology) have not been included and this does mean the needs of the new audience has not been fully addressed. 
It is an attractive looking poster and initially it does seem that some attempts have been made to organise the findings into separate 
boxes, although the lack of content organisation, subheadings and effective signposting undermine easeful reading. (Level 2 – 4 
marks).

Total: 20 marks
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Exemplar 3 How does the language of a group of male TV football 
pundits differ to a mixed sex group of TV pundits?
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Examiner commentary
A relevant topic, proving a popular choice year on year. The candidate understands that the gender dynamics within the groups is 
likely to impact the language choices and the balance of power between the speakers and so this is a more interesting approach 
than those that only consider male commentators vying for power.

The Language Investigation
AO1: The candidate outlines the premise of the Investigation and utilises the early sections in a reasonably appropriate way to 
address key aspects of the premise, hypothesis, methods in data selection and to show an awareness of variables that might impact 
the data. The analysis section is neatly organised into each of the key foci, and the candidate draws on both AO2 and AO3 elements 
to support their assessment of the data. The candidate’s observations and conclusions are generally appropriate, if occasionally 
assertive, or fairly critically shallow. The candidate does on the whole use sound methods and appropriate terminology and the 
writing is clear (if lacking the polish of the higher two levels.) (Level 3 – 6 marks)

AO2: The initial brevity of the discussion on the underpinning gender and power theories lead to a rather vague hypothesis – in a 
very broad way the candidate suggests that there will be differences between the two sets of data, but they are not clear on what 
these shall be or why differences are expected. Despite some vague initial ideas, the candidate does seek to unpick each of the 
language elements that they have identified in a logical way, and they do make sound, if at times assertive assessments of how the 
data reflects gender (Tannen) and power (Positional power /Grice) theories and also consider other factors (speakers’ first language, 
knowledge and experience, etc.) that might impact the dynamics within the group and the language strategies that each individual 
adopts. (Level 4– 7 marks)

AO3: The candidate clearly outlines the contexts surrounding the topic, establishing a sound understanding of the emerging 
opportunities for women to act as sports pundits in a traditionally (and still overwhelmingly) male-dominated sphere. This 
understanding is used to inform their selection of data sources – recognising that there are likely to be more varied power 
exchanges between male and female pundit groups, than those that might occur within an all-male group. There is also some 
consideration given to the types of audiences, and how viewership might impact language choices and the dynamics within the 
group. Even though this is rather briefly addressed, this does demonstrate an awareness of other variables that might impact the 
data and the candidate offers a fledgling critical assessment on how far individual contexts might impact the language users and 
their role in the discussion more than gender and power factors.  (Level 3 – 6 marks)

The Academic Poster
AO5: The candidate has covered all of the key aspects in reasonable detail, drawing out the key elements of the Investigation. They 
have adopted a generally formal, but explanatory tone, which is likely to appeal to a broadly educated audience. The graph visually 
communicates key findings from the all-male group. It would have been more balanced to provide a graph for the mixed sex 
group conversation to more meaningfully provide a point of comparison between the two conversations – and to, at the very least, 
provide parity. The density of the text and the lack of other visual tools limits the poster in fully achieving its purpose to inform and 
appeal to the new audience, meaning that this piece stays within Level 3. (Level 3 – 6 marks)

Total: 25 marks
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Exemplar 4 Is there a difference in the way that men and women 
commentate on sport?
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Examiner commentary
There is plenty of scope to explore gendered language within sports settings – although many get bogged down in proving that 
women will adopt male-typical linguistic devices and/or will have less opportunity to speak than males. In this Investigation, the 
choice of sport (being more gender-neutral than others) and choice of data sets demonstrates an understanding of the variables 
that might impact language users. This candidate has also engaged more meaningfully with theories and contexts that have 
influenced language users within the data source and for these reasons it is a more successful Investigation than folder C.

The Language Investigation
AO1: The candidate works with a popular topic, exploring the ways in which men and women commentate on male and female 
tennis matches, utilising the premise that as female commentators are less common, and female sports are less high profile than 
male matches, that women commentators are likely to be less assertive. The candidate outlines the key theories/concepts and 
contexts of data selection and collection early and weaves this through a generally systematic and probing analysis of the data. They 
write clearly and accurately, utilising topic appropriate terminology well. (Level 4 - 7 marks)

AO2: Theorist such as Weatherall, Lakoff and Cameron are interrogated in terms of their relevance to the data. The candidate has 
used high profile theorists/concepts in addition to lesser known theorists, placing the key concepts’ significance against one another 
in relation to genuine observations taken from the data. The candidate is tentative and reflective in their dealings with theories/
concepts – willing to challenge. (Level 4 – 8 marks)

AO3: Contexts surrounding women in and talking about sport and around gender power dynamics in general inform the 
developing analysis. The candidate probes the data in relation to how these contexts may have influenced language use, and 
places these against the theories with which they are working – enabling them to insightfully assess the importance of their data. 
The tentative engagement is exemplified well in the concluding sections where the candidate discusses how far the theories and 
contexts could be seen to have impacted the language choices of both commentators. (Level 4 – 8 marks)

The Academic Poster
AO5: A well-managed poster and the candidate has successfully synthesised key information from the Investigation in a way that 
meets the needs of a generally academic audience. The use of visual tools enhances the piece and the inclusion of the charts is 
good practice – even if these are not the most revealing examples. (Level 4 – 8 marks)

Total: 31 marks 
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Exemplar 5 An Investigation into the etymology of key lexis in the ‘Harry 
Potter’ novels
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Examiner commentary
The candidate has taken a very popular text, the ‘Harry Potter’ series, as the data source for their study, but has taken a unique 
approach. Whereas, many candidates have sought to explore the presentation of gender roles within the texts, this candidate 
present an etymological study which explores the layers of meaning-making within the novels. The Investigation is scholarly in every 
respect.

The Language Investigation
AO1: The candidate has produced an extremely well-designed and academic Investigation which demonstrates astute judgement 
relating to the conception, data gathering process and choice of focal language frameworks, and the systematic and detailed 
analysis of the data demonstrates a very fine handling of appropriate methods. The candidate adopts a sophisticated register and 
applies impressive subject terminology. The inclusion of tables and graphs to record data, and to serve as a point of focus for the 
analysis signifies the rigour of this candidate’s approach. This candidate might have achieved full marks for this AO had a little more 
time been spent supporting the hypothesis with contextual and conceptual factors within the introduction. (Level 5 – 9 marks).

AO2: Even though the candidate could have done more to introduce key conceptual elements within the introductory sections in 
more detail, the candidate demonstrates an impressive level of conceptual and theoretical knowledge and great skill in analysing 
the etymology of the lexical choices and their impact on meaning-making. A particularly interesting insight was the discussion of 
western centrism and linguistic bias in relation to non-English lexis and phonology. (Level 5 – 9 marks).

AO3: The candidate demonstrates discerning inclusion of contextual factors related to contexts of production, anticipated 
readerships and audience reception. These factors are woven through the analysis in an incisive manner, providing interesting 
insights into the tensions between authorial intentions and audience interpretation. The candidate’s discussions on Latinate prestige 
lexis linked to academia, on linguistic bias and western centrism, historical allusions to 20th century Fascist dictators, and the 
possibility of Rowling’s socialist agenda, all provide rich contextualisation on factors that influence meaning-making beyond the 
etymological significance of the lexical choices. (Level 5 – 9 marks). 

The Academic Poster
AO5: This is a visually effective poster that covers much of the key elements of the Investigation and offers some useful glossing 
for a new audience. The register is appropriate and there has been some attention paid to the aesthetic organisation of material. 
However, this is not the easiest poster to read as the layout is not chronological – for example the purpose/aims section is on the far 
right when it should really be the first item that one reads. The focus is appropriately placed on covering the analysis/findings – but 
there is no heading to explain that this section is the content within the spider diagram.  Because of the issues with fluency/clarity 
this poster more naturally sits in Level 4 than Level 5 but the centre mark was supported during moderation. (Level 5 – 9 marks).

Total: 36 marks
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Exemplar 6 An Investigation of the linguistic and paralinguistic patterns 
apparent in conversation between native speakers (L1) and second 
language speakers (L2)
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Examiner commentary
Language acquisition is a popular choice each series. This candidate has shown considerable resourcefulness in generating 
data sets from real life scenarios between native and non-native English speakers which lends this Investigation great credibility. 
The candidate has been rewarded full marks for the Investigation, however, it is significantly over the word count, and in this 
circumstance, centres are advised to consider the extent to which this reflects a certain lack of discernment as to what material is of 
most value to include and reflect this within the AO1 mark.  

The Language Investigation
AO1:  The candidate has designed a sophisticated and challenging Investigation, demonstrating an impressive range of methods to 
capture and rigorously analyse the complexities of the data. The candidate demonstrates a complete understanding of the academic 
demands of this topic, and the systematic organisation of the Investigation, in addition to the sophistication of the register and 
use of impressive terminology, merits full marks for this AO. However, the candidate has gone over the word count by a significant 
margin, and although it might be commented (as indeed the centre did) that all of the content is relevant and the candidate is 
merely being thorough, the process of narrowing the focus is key to demonstrate discernment (in this case what is most revealing/ 
or valuable). (Level 5 – 10 marks). Please note: the centre mark was endorsed, but in first marking 9 would have been a better fit.

AO2: The candidate demonstrates a significant level of knowledge around second language acquisition (Bruner/ Cameron, etc.) 
and draws on a range of conceptual/theological frameworks (Member’s resources, convergence,etc.) to explore the layers of power 
exchanges within the data sets. The fluent interweaving of AO2/AO3 elements demonstrates a candidate who is fully critically 
engaged, and willing to challenge their assumptions/ hypothesis in light of what can be drawn out of the data. (Level 5 – 10 marks).

AO3: The candidate addressed the possible impact of the age/status /dynamics of the speakers from the outset, demonstrating an 
astute understanding of the complex contexts that might influence the data. They demonstrate an awareness of cultural elements 
and language roots to explore how these aspects might shape the linguistic and paralinguistic patterns of the users. The discussion 
on Standard English, in particular, was enlightening. (Level 5 – 10 marks).

The Academic Poster
AO5: The candidate has created a highly visually engaging poster, utilising both information and aesthetic visual tools effectively. The 
key sections are covered, with the balance of words/focus on the analysis/findings section. There is ample detail to provide a new 
audience a good understanding of the premise and outcomes of the Investigation. The poster utilises headings well, but the analysis 
and findings section could have been more coherently organised as it is not clear in what order each sub-section should be read. 
(Level 5 – 9 marks)

Total: 39 marks.
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