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Answer either Topic 3 or Topic 4.

Topic 3: Daily Life in a Roman Town

Answer all questions.

1.	 Look at this picture of a house in Herculaneum and answer the questions.

	 (a)	 Give two ways in which this is typical of the front of a Roman town house.� [2]

• 	

• 	
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	 (b)	 To what extent would a house like this have met the needs of the people who lived in it? 
		  Give two examples and explain your choices.� [4]
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2.	 Read this poem by Martial and answer the questions.

You order me to perform for you the duties of a new and recent friend, Fabianus; that 
at first light, shivering, I should greet you and that your litter should drag me through 
the middle of the mud; that when I am worn out, I should follow you at the tenth hour 
or later to the baths of Agrippa... Is this what I have deserved, Fabianus, that, when 
my toga is threadbare, you think I have not yet earned my freedom?

	 (a)	 Who is Fabianus? Tick (√) the correct box.� [1]

		  Martial’s client�

		  Martial’s master�

		  Martial’s patron�

	 (b)	 Where would Martial have been ‘at first light’ (line 2)?	 [1]

	

	 (c)	 From what you read in this poem, to what extent is Martial benefitting from his 
relationship with Fabianus? Make three points and explain your views.	 [6]
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3.	 Look at this picture of a bakery and answer the questions.

X

Y

	 (a)	 What is the feature labelled X? 	 [1]

	

	 (b)	 Explain how the feature labelled Y would have been used. Make three points. 	 [3]

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 (c)	 Why would a bakery have been important to people living in a Roman town?
		  Make two points.	 [2]
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4.	 Look at this picture of the forum in Pompeii and answer the questions.

	 (a)	 Using the picture to help you, give three examples of how the different buildings and 
features in a Roman forum were useful for those who lived in the town. Explain your 
choices.	 [6]
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	 (b)	 What opportunities were there for people to make a living in the forum?
		  Give two examples.	 [2]
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5.	 ‘A Roman town was a pleasant place for the rich, but not as pleasant for the poor and the 
enslaved.’

	 To what extent do you agree with this view?	 [12]

	 In your answer you should: 

	 •	 present a balanced and logical argument 

	 •	 support your argument with evidence of different aspects of life for both the rich and 
poor in a Roman town 

	 •	 write in continuous prose without bullet points.
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	 If you need more space for your answer, please continue on pages 19 and 20.
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Topic 4: Roman Britain

Do not answer this topic if you have answered Topic 3. 

Answer all questions.

1.	 Look at this cross-section of a Roman road and answer the questions.

 
 

	 (a)	 From the diagram, pick out three features and explain why each was important when 
building a road.	 [6]

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 (b)	 How did the network of roads benefit both the Romans and the Britons?
		  Make two points.	 [2]

		  The Romans benefitted because . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	

		  The Britons benefitted because . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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2.	 Look at this extract written by Columella and answer the questions.

There is no better method of maintaining control over even the most worthless of 
men than demanding hard labour. After their exhausting toil, they will turn their 
attention to rest and sleep rather than to fun and games.

It should be an established custom for the landowner to inspect the enslaved men 
chained in their quarters, to examine whether they are securely chained, whether 
their quarters are safe and well-guarded, whether the foreman has put anyone in 
chains or released anyone from chains without his master’s knowledge.

	 (a)	 What does this extract suggest about the lives of enslaved men who worked on the land 
in country villas?

		  Make three points. 	 [3]

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 (b)	 In what ways did country villas in Britain copy Roman design and facilities? 
		  Make three points.	 [3]

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 (c)	 Name one metal ore mined in Roman Britain. 	 [1]
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3.	 Look at this head of a statue found in Bath (Aquae Sulis) and answer the questions.

	 (a)	 Which Roman goddess is shown here? Tick (√) the correct answer.� [1]

		  Juno�

		  Minerva�

		  Venus�

	 (b)	 How did the Romans encourage Britons to worship this Roman goddess?	 [2]
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	 (c)	 Why might a visitor to the baths at Bath (Aquae Sulis) have wanted the help of a god 
and what might they have done to get it? Give two reasons.	 [4]

		  Reason 1:  	

	

		  What they might have done: 	

	

		  Reason 2:  	

	

		  What they might have done: 	
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4.	 Look at this plan of the Roman fortress at Deva (Chester) and answer the question.

via quintana

via principalis

v
ia

 p
ra

e
to

ri
a

	 Using the plan to help you, explain how the fortress at Chester (Deva) met the needs of those 
who lived in it. Make three points and explain your views.	 [6]
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5.	 ‘Only a few Britons gained more than they lost when the Romans occupied Britain.’

	 To what extent do you agree with this statement?� [12]

	 In your answer you should: 

	 •	 present a balanced and logical argument 

	 •	 support your argument with evidence of the effect that the Romans had on the lives of 
people in Britain

	 •	 write in continuous prose without bullet points.
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If you need more space for your answer, please continue on pages 19 and 20. 12
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