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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Use black ink, black ball-point pen or your usual 
method.

Write your name, centre number and candidate number 
in the spaces provided on the front cover.

You should answer EITHER Topic 3 (Daily Life in a 
Roman Town) OR Topic 4 (Roman Britain).

Write your answers in the spaces provided in this 
booklet. If you run out of space, use the additional 
page(s) at the back of the booklet taking care to number 
the question(s) correctly.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

The total number of marks for this paper is 40.

The number of marks is given in brackets at the end of 
each question or part-question.
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The picture shows one corner of the courtyard of a 
Roman house. The two sides of the house shown in the 
picture are open, and the roof is supported by single 
columns. There are plants growing in the courtyard. 

QUESTION 1
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ANSWER EITHER TOPIC 3 OR TOPIC 4.

TOPIC 3: DAILY LIFE IN A ROMAN TOWN

Answer ALL questions.

1.	 Look at the picture opposite of a garden in a house 
in Herculaneum and answer the questions.

(a)	 Using the picture as a starting point, give THREE 
features, apart from plants, commonly found in the 
garden area of a Roman town house.   [3 marks]

•	

•	

•	
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1 (b)	 Explain why the garden area would have been 
important for the people who lived in the house. 
Make TWO points.   [2 marks]
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1 (c) 	What evidence of the worship of the gods has 
been found in Roman town houses?   [1 mark]

(d)	 To what extent do you think Roman families would 
have enjoyed living in town houses? Make TWO 
points and explain your views.   [4 marks]



6

(Turn over)

10



7

(Turn over)

2.	 Read this poem by Martial and answer the 
questions.

	 How much longer have I got to turn up to these 
early-morning buttering-up sessions, mingling 
with the mob of followers and little men all done 
up in their posh togas? And for what? A handful of 
cash for a full day’s work.

(a) (i)	What occasion is Martial describing here?   
� [1 mark]

(ii)	 Explain the reference to ‘a handful of cash’ in the 
last line.   [1 mark]
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2 (b)	 To what extent do you think the system of patrons 
and clients benefitted the clients?

	 Make THREE points and explain your views.
� [6 marks]
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The picture shows the inside of a laundry in Pompeii. 
On the right there is a square-shaped open-topped 
stone structure with four walls about half a metre high. 
There is an inner ledge around the whole of the inside 
of the structure, and a small short column in the centre. 

X

QUESTION 3
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3. 	 Look at the picture opposite of a laundry in 
Pompeii and answer the questions.

(a) 	 How is the feature labelled X different from a pool 
normally found in the main room in many town 
houses? Explain the reason for the difference.    
� [2 marks]
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3 (b)	 Apart from water, give ONE substance which 
would have been used in a laundry like this.   

� [1 mark]

(c)	 Explain why working in a laundry like this might 
have been unpleasant. Make TWO points and 
explain your views.   [4 marks]

7



The picture shows an L-shaped marble structure 
resembling a counter, decorated at the front with 
coloured pieces of marble. On the top, and spaced  
out along the counter, there are four large holes about 
50 cm wide. Each hole has a prominent lip of stone 
around it.

X

QUESTION 4
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4.	 Look at the picture opposite from Herculaneum 
and answer the questions.

(a)	 How was the feature marked X used? Tick (√) the 
correct box.   [1 mark]

	 To keep food and drink	

	 To store valuables	

	 To wash hands	
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4 (b)	 Why would a building like the one shown here be 
important to people living in a Roman town? Make 
TWO points.   [2 marks]

3
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5.	 ‘For most inhabitants of a Roman town, everything 
they needed was in the forum.’

To what extent do you agree with this statement? 
� [12 marks]

In your answer you should:

•	 present a balanced and logical argument
•	 support your argument with details of the 

amenities in the forum and elsewhere  
in a Roman town

•	 write in continuous prose without bullet points.
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If you need more space for your answer, please 
continue on pages 38 to 41.
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TOPIC 4: ROMAN BRITAIN

DO NOT ANSWER THIS TOPIC IF YOU HAVE 
ANSWERED TOPIC 3.

Answer ALL questions.

1. 	 Look at the plan on the previous page of the 
legionary fortress at Chester (Deva) and answer 
the questions.

(a)	 What, in this plan, suggests that the headquarters 
building (principia), labelled X, was the most 
important building in the fortress? Make TWO 
points.   [2 marks]
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1 (b)	 What would have impressed a visitor to the 
headquarters building (principia)? Make THREE 
points.   [3 marks]
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1 (c)	 What leisure opportunities would there have been 
for a soldier inside the fortress?

	 Give ONE example.   [1 mark]

(d)	 Why would those living and working in the 
fortress have felt safe? Make TWO points and 
explain your views.   [4 marks]

10



The plan of the baths complex at Aquae Sulis shows the 
following features: 

1.	 The feature labelled X is in the centre of the 
complex. It is roughly circular in shape.

2.	 There is a large, more open, group of buildings to 
the north of the feature.

3.	 To the south of the feature, there is another quite 
large complex of buildings with many rooms and 
walls.

X

N

QUESTION 2
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2.	 Look at the plan opposite of the baths complex at 
Aquae Sulis and answer the questions.

(a)	 What is the feature labelled X?   [1 mark]

(b)	 Why do you think the Romans chose to build the 
baths and temple complex on this site? Give TWO 
reasons.   [2 marks]
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2 (c) 	The temple was dedicated to Sulis Minerva. Why 
might some people have wanted to worship this 
goddess? Tick (√) the correct box.   [1 mark]

	 She was the goddess of healing.	

	 She was the goddess of the sun.	

	 She was the goddess of travellers.	

(d)	 To what extent might a visitor to Aquae Sulis 
have been filled with a sense of amazement and 
wonder? Make TWO points and explain your 
views.   [4 marks]



8
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3. 	 Look at this extract from Tacitus and answer the 
questions.

	 The nearest part of Britain was gradually made 
into a province. A colony of veteran soldiers was 
set up there. Some tribal states were handed over 
to King Cogidubnus who has remained completely 
loyal down to our own times. This is a good 
example of how we Romans use even kings to 
help us make people slaves.

(a) (i)	According to the extract, why is Tacitus praising 
Cogidubnus?   [1 mark]
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3 (a) (ii)
	 What seems to be the attitude of the Romans 

towards the Britons? Make TWO points and 
support your view with evidence from the extract.   

� [4 marks]



3 (b)	 Using your own knowledge, state what other 
help Cogidubnus gave to the Romans? Give ONE 
example.   [1 mark]

29
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The picture is an aerial photo of a Roman road, crossing 
open countryside. The road stretches out in a virtually 
straight line from the bottom to the top of the picture. 
Another road and a stream cross the Roman road at 
different points. No houses are visible – just fields and 
wooded areas. 

QUESTION 4
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4. 	 Look at the picture opposite of a Roman road in 
Britain and answer the questions.

Using the picture to help you, explain how the Romans 
improved the experience for travellers in Britain and 
what difficulties still remained. Give ONE example of 
each and explain your view.   [4 marks]

An improvement was  

A difficulty was  

4
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5. 	 ‘A country villa provided the owner and his family 
with a luxurious and comfortable life but only at 
the expense of those who worked on the estate.’

To what extent do you agree with this statement?
� [12 marks]

In your answer you should:

•	 present a balanced and logical argument
•	 support your argument with details of the features 

of country villas and how the estates were 
managed

•	 write in continuous prose without bullet points.
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If you need more space for your answer, please 
continue on pages 38 to 41.

END OF PAPER
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The plan of the fortress shows the following features: 

1.	 The fortress is rectangular in shape with curved corners.

2. 	 The headquarters building (principia),  
labelled X, is in the centre of the fortress.   

3. 	 There are four gates at or near the centre of each side of the fortress. 

4. 	 One road, the via praetoria, goes from the bottom gate to the headquarters 
building.  

5. 	 Another road, the via principalis, goes from one side gate to the opposite side 
gate and passes in front of the headquarters building.

6. 	 There are several other roads crossing the fortress from side to side,  
equally spaced out.  
One of these is called the via quintana.

QUESTION 1
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