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INTERPRETATION A

Adapted from an interview with Kurt Zeisser in the
1960s, published in 1965.

Zeisser, who was from a Protestant family, lived in
a small German town. He joined the Hitler Youth in
1930 when he was 13 and worked in his father’s
printing business. In 1931 Zeisser’s father joined
the Nazi Party to help his business and in 1932 he
was given the contract to print the town’s new,
Nazi newspaper.

INTERPRETATION A cannot be reproduced here due to
third-party copyright restrictions.

The interpretation is Zeisser’s recollection of life in the
Hitler Youth and why he joined.



INTERPRETATION B

Adapted from Melita Maschmann’s book, ‘Account
Rendered’, 1963.

Maschmann joined a Nazi youth group for girls in
1933 when she was 15 and living in Berlin. She
went on to work in the Propaganda Department of
the League of German Girls (BDM). Her parents
were wealthy and well-educated. They were killed
in an Allied bombing raid. She was arrested by the
American army in July 1945 but released, aged 30,
in 1948.

My parents would not allow me to join a Nazi youth
group, and my friends only cared about clothes
and gossip, so | joined secretly. | enjoyed the
competitive nature of the activities but what really
attracted me were the ideas of National Socialism
and my love of Germany. As a member | learned
that the Nazis would do away with unemployment
and help the poorer people. | was determined to
stop the spread of Communism within the working
class.
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