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General guidance on question types 
 
Question 1: The ‘Extract’ Question 

• Identify, understand and evaluate arguments in each extract in relation to the focus of the 
question. 

• Deploy contextual knowledge selectively and relevantly to assess how convincing the arguments 
are. 

 
Qualities seen in more successful responses 

• Evidence of careful reading of each extract before committing pen to paper. 
• Identification of key arguments in each extract in relation to the question set. 
• Contextual knowledge deployed appropriately to challenge or corroborate the arguments in 

relation to the question. 
• Balanced assessment with focus on the extent to which arguments are convincing in relation to 

the question. 
• Focus on omissions/ what is not in the extract is very limited - or is avoided altogether – and is 

only referred to if directly relevant to an argument identified in the extract. 
 

Qualities seen in less successful responses 
• Limited understanding of the arguments expressed in each extract, often showing little evidence 

that the whole extract has been read fully before beginning the answer. 
• Tend to either paraphrase the extract with limited evaluation, or to focus on random sentences 

or phrases. 
• Where it is offered, evaluation of arguments may not be focused fully on the question. 
• Contextual knowledge sometimes deployed without focus on the question, or without linkage to 

arguments in the extracts. 
• May contain inappropriate and irrelevant references to author provenance and tone. 

 
Questions 2-4: Essay questions  

• Demonstrate a clear and full understanding of the question and its demands. 
• Provide a balanced, analytical response which reviews the issues raised by the question. 
• Provide appropriate and full coverage of the breadth of the question, with appropriate 

supporting evidence. 
• Substantiate judgements on the issues, throughout the answer and/ or in an extended 

conclusion. 
 

Qualities seen in more successful responses 
• Evidence of careful planning seen in the structure and organisation of the answer. 
• An analytical approach which avoids lengthy narrative passages. 
• Appropriate range, both in relation to chronological coverage and of issues to be considered. 
• Balance of treatment, used to advance an argument and with appropriate judgement of the 

issues. 
• Use well selected supporting information. 
• Provide an effective introduction which sets out the argument to be advanced and an effective 

conclusion demonstrating overall judgement. 
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Qualities seen in less successful responses 
• Limited evidence of effective planning and structuring. 
• Tendency towards partial responses to the question asked, either in terms of chronology or range 

of issues to be considered. 
• Inclusion of descriptive passages not clearly linked to the question. 
• Over-lengthy introductions which do little more than provide contextual information. 
• Inclusion of conclusions which repeat points already made 
• Issues with, or an absence of, sustained analysis and judgement. 
• Occasional use of inappropriate language, such as overuse of first person etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

© 2024 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 5 of 15  

 
 

Individual questions 
 Report on Question 1 
There was a significant number of responses to this question placed in either Level 4 or Level 5. These 
answers demonstrated a clear focus on the extent to which each extract was convincing in its argument 
about the aims of Henry VIII in the years 1527-1547. Particularly strong were those responses which 
emphasised how Henry VIII’s aims changed over time. The vast majority of responses were able to present 
an answer which, overall, assessed how the extracts were both convincing and not convincing, supporting 
their judgements about Henry VIII’s aims with contextual knowledge. There were some who picked up on 
elements of an extract without making it directly relevant to aims. For example, much was written in 
response to Extract A about Thomas Cromwell, the main events of the Pilgrimage of Grace in their answers 
to Extract B and the Battle of the Spurs in commenting on Extract C. This material was often descriptive. 
 
Extract A 
The majority of students were able to identify that Loades argued that Henry VIII sought to resolve his Great 
Matter, and not to do so threatened the stability of the country. The attempt to achieve his Great Matter 
forced him to challenge the power of the Papacy. There was much relevant contextual knowledge used to 
illustrate this point; the best of which explained why Henry VIII was forced to challenge the power of the 
Papacy. The less convincing responses provided a descriptive account of the process without linking it to 
the point made by Loades.  
 
The argument that, having triumphed over the Church, Henry sought to sweep away further limitations on 
his power, was not addressed by many students. Where this was done, it was usually done well with some 
interesting material, not only on the Palatinate of Durham, but also the incorporation of Wales and the 
extension of control in Ireland. 
 
The sub argument that Henry did not wish to challenge the doctrine of the Church led to a range of 
responses, the strongest arguing that to declare himself Head of the Church was a doctrinal change. There 
was much written about the Six and Ten Articles (sometimes in the correct order), the Bible in English and 
the Injunctions. These were sometimes listed without an explanation as to why they did or did not 
represent a radical change to the doctrine; the higher scoring responses were able to make this link. 
 
 Extract B 
 The responses to this question were much lower scoring than those for Extracts A and C.  The main reason 
was that students seem to have started to comment on this without having read the full extract. The first 
sentence states ‘that it is easy to assume… Yet this is only part of the story’.  Many students started writing 
at great length about Henry VIII’s ambition and greed without reading that the main focus of this part of 
Lucy Wooding’s argument was about Henry VIII’s religious aims.  
 
Where students did read the whole extract before starting to write, there were some interesting 
discussions as to whether Henry was motivated by a moral duty to impose his authority over the Church. 
There were some links back to Humanism contrasted with Henry VIII being Defender of the Faith, and his 
exposure to the Supplication of the Beggars. Some considered the motivation to purify corrupt 
monasticism. Removing superstition was correctly linked to pilgrimages, statues and relics, less 
convincingly to witchcraft. There was some confusion as to what the King’s Book actually was, frequently 
it was confused with the Bible, although where this was the case, it was often used to show how Henry 
conducted his religious role. 
 
A fairly broad definition of ‘division and challenge…. Adopt increasingly defensive policies’ was accepted. 
These ranged from Henry VIII’s aim to placate Charles V and Francis I by passing the Six Articles to the 
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crushing of the Pilgrimage of Grace. There was some very good material on the persecution of religious 
offenders and political enemies alike. This was better when it was Anne Askew, John Lambert and the Earl 
of Surrey, but Thomas More, Elizabeth Barton and the Carthusian Monks were accepted, even though these 
were not in the last ten years. 
 
Extract C 
This was often the best response. Henry VIII’s need of money is well known, particularly where it is linked 
to foreign policy aims. Most students were able to include considerable contextual knowledge to support 
a convincing verdict on Hoskins’ arguments. There was much material included about the two stages of 
dissolution and how Henry was motivated by the gains made by the dissolution of the smaller monasteries. 
 The sub point about being encouraged by the nobility was often challenged; the main beneficiaries of the 
sale of monastic property was not often recognised. Alternative reasons for the looting of the shrine of 
Thomas Becket, for example, were not often considered. However, there was some valid discussion as to 
whether the dissolution of the monasteries had enabled Henry to return to his longstanding ambition of 
defeating France and Scotland. It was acceptable to argue that Henry VIII did not actually want to defeat 
Scotland, but a stronger challenge came from those students who argued that the financial gains made by 
the dissolution were insufficient in themselves. 
 
Question 1 -Exemplification of Level 5 qualities 
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This response presents a summary of the argument in Extract A, focusing on Henry VIII’s key aims. It 
corroborates key points. The Great Matter is analysed to establish the key element – the lack of a male heir, 
and links this to the Break with Rome. The response also identifies the extension of royal authority to the 
regions.  
 
The second section of the response focuses on the challenges to Extract A. This examines the relationship 
between the Church in England and that in Rome and argues why Loades is misplaced in his view. 
 
The response is supported with selected contextual knowledge and demonstrates clear breadth and 
understanding. 
 
Report on Question 2 
This was by far this most popular of the essay questions and attempted by approximately 8000 students.  
 
The issue of the security of Henry VIII’s royal authority is well known by the majority of students and there 
were some excellent answers which provided a balanced response. These considered change over time; 
Henry’s authority was weak at the start of his reign, more secure by the turn of the sixteenth century but 
weak again at the end of his reign. Others considered areas of authority to make their judgement, for 
example Henry’s authority with the nobility or the extent to which his authority was challenged by foreign 
powers. Some considered Henry’s own view of his security, identifying his increased paranoia by the end 
of his reign. The knowledge of Henry’s royal authority was very impressive and in most cases the 
knowledge was secure. 
 
There were a number of approaches which undermined the strength of the answer which were particularly 
evident in this question: 

• Responses which had contradictory paragraphs, such as those which stated ‘…so Henry VII’s 
authority was never secure’ followed by paragraphs which stated, ‘so Henry VII’s authority was 
secure’ and the subsequent one ‘so Henry VII’s authority was never secure.’  

• Dismissive statements which do not reflect the situation at the time. Mostly, in this question, these 
referred to the ease at which Henry VII overcame obstacles. For example: the threat of Simnel was 
easily dealt with – whereas Henry was faced with a battle in the East Midlands which was as 
potentially dangerous as Bosworth… The Cornish Rebellion was easily put down… whereas the 
Cornish rebels reached the outskirts of London and forced Henry to withdraw troops from the 
Scottish border and face a pitched battle …  
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Question 2 -Exemplification of Level 5 qualities 
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This answer is fully analytical and demonstrates a very good understanding of the extent to which Henry 
VII’s royal authority was secure. The response is well organised; it presents a three-stage assessment 
showing how Henry VII dealt with the immediate challenges, then in establishing his royal authority across 
different spheres where there was potential for undermining his security: nobility, localities and foreign 
affairs, and in finally facing significant threats to his position. There is good conceptual understanding 
about the nature of potential challenges; the response uses well-selected and appropriate evidence to 
construct a balanced argument rather than including material in a descriptive manner. 
 
 
Report on Question 3 
This was the second most popular of the essay questions and attempted by approximately 6200 students. 
There were some very strong responses which showed a clear understanding of the successes and failures 
of the religious policies of the three monarchs. A number of students approached the question holistically 
and addressed the focus of the question comparatively. This produced a high-level response, but it was 
not required to reach the higher levels. It was sufficient to examine the religious policies of the monarchs 
sequentially if there was an informed analysis and conclusions drawn.  
 
There was a reasonable basic knowledge of the religious policies of Edward, although too often the focus 
was on the differences between the ‘good Duke and the bad Duke’. The higher scoring responses, in 
considering the religious policies of all three monarchs, focused on a distinction between the legislation 
passed, and the impact on the laity.  In the case of Edward, the former was seen to be a success and the 
latter a qualified failure: the 20% of protestants in London was often quoted. Assessment of the success of 
Mary Tudor in re-establishing Catholicism varied widely, or even wildly in the numbers of martyrs quoted 
ranging from 300 to 16,000. Credit was given to both those who followed a more traditional interpretation 
of Mary’s success and those who were more familiar with the recent historiography. There are some basic 
issues, however, even when the more up-to date view of Mary isn’t followed: ‘Bloody Mary’ was a 
soubriquet used firstly in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, it was not used during her reign. Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 
first published after Mary’s death was used by Elizabeth for her own purposes. Those burned at the stake 
were condemned by church courts, they were not murdered. Depending on whether the traditional view 
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of Mary’s religious policies was posited, or the revisionist view, Mary’s policies were either a brutal failure 
or a limited achievement curtailed by her death, The assessment of Elizabeth was generally much stronger 
with a clear understanding of Elizabeth’s aims and her legislative success. The challenge of the Vestarian 
Controversy was frequently discussed. Some responses went beyond the dates of the question to include 
the Northern Rebellion and the growth of Puritanism. 
 
Report on Question 4 
The responses to 04 were generally lower scoring and this was attempted by fewer students- 
approximately 3020. An issue in the responses was that a number of students misread the question and 
rather than assessing how significant a threat Mary, Queen of Scots was to Elizabeth I, assessed the 
extent to which Mary, Queen of Scots was the most serious threat to Elizabeth I. Where the latter 
approach was taken, the responses were limited to the lower levels as the response was partial  in 
relation to the question set. 
 
There was some very good knowledge of the plots and the response of Elizabeth’s ministers, although too 
often the response was a descriptive account of these and of Mary’s execution. A number of responses 
were aware of the whole trajectory of the threat to Elizabeth and were able to present an informed 
assessment which considered Mary’s position as an alternative, Catholic, heir and the viability of her 
position and varied supporters. These supported their argument with material linking back to her marriage 
to Darnley, the significance of the Rebellion of the Northern Earls and contrasted her heir with Elizabeth’s 
refusal to marry. 
 
Often this question was the last attempted and too often students ran out of time. 
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Further guidance 
 
Our reports on  the exams are part of a suite of support we offer to enhance your understanding of our 
assessments and your students’ performance.  
 

Mark ranges and award of grades 

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the results statistics page of 
our website. 
 

Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA) 

Use our exam results analysis tool to create and customise different reports to help understand your 
students’ performance. 
ERA is our free online service for you to gain a detailed insight into your students’ results. You can: 

• analyse your students’ scores for each exam question 
• identify topics, skills and types of question where students may need further support 
• compare your students’ performance with those of other classes and with students in other 

AQA schools nationally. 
For more information on ERA, log in through Centre Services. 
 

Professional development 

Attend one of our courses where you can review example responses from students and commentaries 
from our examiners.  
 
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/about-results/results-statistics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development
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Contact us 
 
Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
 
Tel: 0161 958 3861 
Email: history@aqa.org.uk 
 
aqa.org.uk 
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