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Welcome 

For more information and guidance, you can:

access our free Data Insights tool. Find out more at: AQA | Data
Insights 
sign in to Centre Services to download the full Report on the exam for
a detailed breakdown
book on to a Curriculum Connect. Join the AQA Maths community as
we explore the key headlines from the November 2025 exams: AQA |
Professional development | GCSE Maths Feedback On The 2025
November Exams Post 16
find out more about training for your subject by using our course
finder: AQA | Professional Development | Course Finder
watch the GCSE Maths Inside Assessment presentation video. It
covers the principles that underpin maths mark schemes, including
how marks are allocated to be fair to all students: AQA | Professional
Development | Inside Assessment
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This report provides a snapshot of November’s results for Foundation tier maths. It
contains information on grade boundaries and performance by paper.

Visit All About
Maths here
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November 2025 summary
 

For the November 2025 exams, entries decreased by around 1,750 (-9.4%). As expected
with a post-16 entry, the overwhelming majority of entries were for Foundation tier (95.6%).
This report focuses on that tier.

Of the 16,263 entries at Foundation, 15,191 learners completed Paper 1, 15,011 completed
Paper 2 and 14,922 learners completed Paper 3. That is a drop-off rate of 1.2% between
Papers 1 and 2, and 0.6% between Papers 2 and 3.

By comparison, last year, of the 18,143 entries at Foundation, 16,911 learners completed
Paper 1, 16,806 completed Paper 2 and 16,688 learners completed Paper 3. That is a drop-
off rate of 0.6% between Papers 1 and 2, and 0.7% between Papers 2 and 3.

The grade boundaries for November 2025 were within 2 marks of both November 2024
and summer 2025 for all grade points. This demonstrates the consistency in our
assessments since we improved accessibility in 2023, ensuring that learners continue to
enjoy an improved exam experience. 



GCSE Mathematics grade boundaries

 

Grade boundaries are set using a combination of statistics and expert judgement. Our
research team uses a range of statistics to make predictions that suggest the most
appropriate grade boundaries. The statistical evidence considers the prior attainment of
the given cohort as well as the distribution of marks. Senior examiners then review a script
sample to confirm the statistically recommended marks are sensible for the grade.
Boundary setting is overseen by Ofqual. To find more grade boundaries and learn how they
are set, visit: AQA Grade boundaries

Cumulative grade statistics and GCSE exam results statistics for November 2025 can be
found on the AQA website: AQA Results statistics 
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Foundation tier insights
Age 17 Age 18

Age 19 Age 20+

https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/results-days/grade-boundaries
https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/results-days/results-statistics


 Question 2a:

© 2026 AQA6

Facility: 94.17% 
This was a well answered question with the majority of students understanding what
needed to be done. There were arithmetic errors, but in those instances, marks were
awarded for the method seen. The most common method was 2 x 15 – 3 x 7

Areas where students
did well

Paper 1F insights

Question 8:

This is only a snapshot. To learn more about every question
for the November 2025 series, download the full Report on
the exam from Centre Services via your MyAQA account.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/myaqa


 Question 22:

Facility: 80.19%
This was well answered with most students understanding how to answer the
question. There were arithmetic errors, but for the main part, students were aiming to
get to the two values of £30.50 and £30.78 and compare from there. There was quite
often one £20 note or one £2 coin missing, but students were still able to score up to 4
marks if no other error was made and they made a correct comparison. There was an
excellent level of working shown. 
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Question 10:

Facility: 37.06%
In (a), many students got 8 or 21 but gave the other number as an integer that would
fall within the set of four numbers they’d created, e.g. 20 and 21. Another common
answer was to give two numbers that had a range of 10, regardless of their effect on
the given numbers. 

Question 7a:

Areas where students
did less well
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 Question 26:

Areas where students did
less wellQuestion 18:
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Part (a) facility: 29.80%
Part (b) facility: 5.10%
Very few were able to produce a fully correct probability tree. The majority of students
that scored anything scored 1 mark for 0.5 on each branch although many students
put 50 on each instead of 50%. On the second set of branches, it was rare to see the
correct probabilities. In (b), the students who made an attempt usually added the
probabilities instead of multiplying or involved incorrect pairs of branches. 

This is only a snapshot. To learn more about every
question for the November 2025 series, download the full
Report on the exam from Centre Services via MyAQA.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/myaqa


 Question 2a:

Facility: 86.07%
The vast majority knew how to write the probability correctly. Common errors were to
give the answer      or 0.07%. Other errors seen were to involve 93 or 107 in a fraction
or to give the answer as a ratio.

Areas where students
did well

Paper 2F insights

Question 5:
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 Question 2a:

Part (a) facility: 87.44%; part (b) facility: 88.59%
Part (a) was very well answered, with approximately 80% being awarded full marks. It
was quite common for students to correctly work out the pay for Saturday and either
stop there or add on £14, the hourly rate of pay, instead of the pay for Friday. It was
quite common to assume the pay for the two days was the same and double £98 or
to think the rate of pay was £98 and work out (£98 x 4) = £1078

For part (b), the vast majority chose the correct option, with the next most common
option being that it is not possible to say. 

Question 14:
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 Question 26:

Areas where students did
less well  Question 29:

Facility: 1.28%
It was very rare to see a correct solution to this question. 35 x 2 = 70 and 
35 ÷ 2 = 7.5 were very common responses. Those who did attempt conversion of
units often did so incorrectly, mistakenly using 100m = 1km
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Question 21:

Areas where students
did less well

Facility: 6.05%
Very few were able to access the marks as they were unable to find the circumference.
It was very common to give 2.5 as their answer from dividing 15 by 6. It was also fairly
common to find 15π and then multiply by 6 rather than divide. Some thought it
necessary to double the radius as the first step. 

For extra guidance on questions like this, visit AQA’s GCSE
Maths planning resources and look for our comprehensive
Focus on Success pack, Circle Geometry. 
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/planning-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Teacher+training&utm_source=website&utm_medium=campaign_page&utm_campaign=mathsgrowth24&utm_content=focus_on_success_packs
https://www.aqa.org.uk/all-about-maths/search?qualification=GCSE+Mathematics&q=Circle&resourceCategory=Focus+on+success


Facility: 65.29%
This AO2 question on critically evaluating a pictogram was answered well by the
majority of students. The most common error was for students to repeat mistakes for
the wrong number of apples, e.g. stating both 2 x 4 = 8 not 10 and there are 28 children
not 30. Many students did not mention that each fruit had a different symbol and there
were irrelevant statements written, e.g. no title on the side of the pictogram; she didn’t
write favourite next to the fruit names. Some students incorrectly stated drawing a bar
chart instead of pictogram. 

Areas where students
did well

Paper 3F insights

 Question 9:
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 Question 22:

Areas where students
did well

Customisable route maps, Data Insights and Stride
personalised maths tests are just three of the AQA tools
on offer to assist you and your students.

Question 11a:

Facility: 78.94%
This substitution question was well answered. Common errors included correctly
working out 9 and 14 but then not using a calculator to work out 9 – 14, difficulty with
substituting c = –7 into 2c with a common incorrect response of 3² + 2 – 7 followed by 
9 – 5 = 4
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/all-about-maths?_gl=1*hbbeen*_gcl_au*NzUyNDg1NDUyLjE3NDg4NTA4NDM.
https://www.aqa.org.uk/contact-us/secure-services/data-insights
https://www.aqa.org.uk/stride


 Question 24 (a):

Facility: 24.98%
A minority of students correctly worked out a length in a right-angled triangle using
sine, and there were a large number of non-attempts. Common misconceptions
included attempts at Pythagoras, angles in a triangle with 180 – 90 – 25 = 65,
calculating χ = 5 x cos(25); incorrect variations of a sine calculation were also seen
including χ = 25 x sin(5), sin(    ) and use of sin-1

Areas where students
did less well

Facility: 33.16%
The square and cube AO3 problem question was not well answered, with a large
number of non-attempts. Students were more confident in identifying square
numbers than cube numbers. Some students listed squares and cubes but did not
identify the correct answer, with 81 shown as a common incorrect answer. The
method of applying the cube root of a square number or the square root of a cube
number was seldom seen. 

 Question 14:

 Question 21:
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today

 

Next steps
 

T: 0161 957 3852
E: maths@aqa.org.uk
aqa.org.uk/maths

Considering switching to AQA?
Find out how at aqa.org.uk/switching-to-aqa 
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Take a look at what else we can offer

Maths Post-16:
Preparing for 2026

Get Reports on the
exam and much
more on myAQA.

Exampro Maths is now
fully funded to all AQA
Maths centres

Get resit ready
with our dedicated
webpage.

Inside Assessment videos
tell you more about how
your subject is assessed

Use Data Insights to
dig deeper into your
exam results.

The maths team is on hand to
help with any questions. Book a
Free @ 3 1:1 call, visit All About
Maths or send us an email. 

Signing up to myAQA gives you
access to our secure website, for
exam papers, course materials
and more.

Join a Curriculum Connect session,
meet us at events or link up with us
and hundreds of other maths
teachers through our free online
training sessions. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
https://www.aqa.org.uk/switch-to-aqa-today
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development
https://www.aqa.org.uk/myaqa
https://www.aqa.org.uk/myaqa
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/exampro
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resit-ready
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImaIID73JWo
https://qrco.de/benFIV
https://www.aqa.org.uk/contact-us/secure-services/data-insights
https://outlook.office.com/book/Freeat3@AQAEducation.onmicrosoft.com/s/APmF8aEvhUGBuiFbSJCNoQ2?ismsaljsauthenabled=true
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