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INTERPRETATION A  

  

Adapted from a speech by Frederick Douglass in 
1878. 
 
Douglass was a slave until 1838 when, aged 20, he 
escaped.  He became a leading figure in the 
campaign to abolish slavery.  In 1881 he published 
his best-selling autobiography.  Douglass was 
speaking on 30 May – ‘Decoration Day’ – when 
soldiers from the North who died in the Civil War 
were remembered. 

 

  
  
The American Civil War was fought over the issue 
of slavery.  The North believed in human rights and 
freedom.  In the South there was an illegal 
government based only on the rights of the 
strongest. 
 
The Civil War was started by clever speech makers 
and traitors in the South who decided to break up 
the United States.  The South was to blame for its 
own suffering in the War and the North won 
because it had right on its side. 
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INTERPRETATION B  

  

Adapted from an account of the American Civil 
War by Jubal Early, ‘An Autobiographical Account 
of the War between the States’, 1912. 
 
Early was a Confederate General during the 
American Civil War.  After the War he fled abroad 
but returned to America in 1869 after he was 
pardoned by President Andrew Johnson. 

 

  
  
The South fought the Civil War for the right to 
govern itself.  Slavery was just an excuse used by 
the North to justify the conflict.  
 
The War was started by the government in 
Washington which was dominated by fanatics who 
stirred up the people of the North against the 
South.  The people in the North kept a four-year 
conflict going against the Confederate States.  The 
South lost because of the tremendous odds 
against it. 

 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
END  OF  INTERPRETATIONS 
  



4 
 

BLANK  PAGE 

Copyright information 
 
For confidentiality purposes, all acknowledgements of third-party copyright material are published 
in a separate booklet.  This booklet is published after each live examination series and is 
available for free download from www.aqa.org.uk.   
 
Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for.  In some cases, efforts to 
contact copyright-holders may have been unsuccessful and AQA will be happy to rectify any 
omissions of acknowledgements.  If you have any queries please contact the Copyright Team.   
 
Copyright © 2024 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved.   

 
WP/M/CD/Jun24/8145/1A/A/G4006/V1 

*246g8145/1a/a* 


