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Physical properties of minerals in hand specimen

Hardness Tvoical Cleavage
Name (Mohs c)g?our Streak Lustre (number of
scale) directions)
colourless or scratches
Quartz / white streak plate glassy none
. scratches pearly to
Feldspar 6 white streak plate glassy 2 good
. 1 silvery or . pearly to
Mica 2% brown white glassy 1 good
. 4 scratches
Augite 5% black streak plate glassy 2 good
o \ scratches
Olivine 672 green streak plate glassy none
Halite 2% white white glassy 3 good
Calcite 3 white white glassy 3 good
. black or metallic or
1 -
Haematite SV red-brown red-brown dull none
Galena 2 grey grey metallic 3 good
scratches
Garnet 7 red streak plate glassy none
Mohs scale of hardness .
Grain size scale
Mineral/ Common
hardness equivalent 0.5mm 1mm 2mm
Diamond 10 g g
Corundum 9 .
Topaz 8 medium sand | coarse sand |v coarse sand| granules
Quartz 7
Orthoclase 5 Grain shape and sphericity scale
feldspar <«—steel pin g ’
Apatite 5 % ’@ .@ Q
Fluorite 4 g 7
<— copper coin g
Calcite 3 2
<—finger nail 2
Gypsum 2 5
very angular angular subangular subrounded rounded  well-rounded
Talc 1
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Geological ranges of vertebrates
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Period
Ma ago

Quatc?rna
2.6
Neogene
23
Palaeogene
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